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On | January, 968, CONE was moored in Sublc Bay, Philippines, having
Just completed Transit of the Pecific Ocean. USS BRYCE CANYON (AD 361
provided tencer services. With combat oparations imainent, thers was
lit+tle time tor relaxation as the crew worked long hours preparing for
anticipated missions In the Gulf of Tonkin.

On January 8 and 9 CONE engaged in extensive type~training in the
Subic oparations area In preparation for assignment o the Southern Search
and Rescue (SSAR) unit In the Gulf of Tonkin, Maximum usage was made
of the gunnsi'y range at Tabones, and the ship”s proficiency at helo~in-
filcht refuei ing was perfected.

CONE and DEWEY departed Subic Bay on 13 Jznuary and arrived in Da Nang
on the {ifteonth, The day was devoted to operationzi brieflngs and some
further fype-tralning before getiing underway for Scuthern SAR stafion
on the sixteonth.

As & uni~ of TE 77.0.1.2 with COMDESD!V FOUR TWC as Task Element Commander,
CONE spent | days on Southern Search and Rescu2 In company with DEWEY.
During this ime CONE assisted in the recovery of 6 avlaters In three separate
incidenis,

On the twenty-ninth, CONE departed SSAR and steamed independently
to lac=tsiung, Talwan, whers she remained unt'! 6 February. During that
period LSS HiCTOR (AR 7} provided another tender ava!iébi!i?vo As an in~

terastirg liberty port, Kao-Hsiung rated high on the tist of both officer

and enlisted parsonnel.
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{ONE depar-ted Kan-Hsliung on The sixth, entouts o provide Gun Flre
SuppbrT %&r $he 3rd Marine Division operating just scuth of the De~
militarized Zone separating North and South Vietnam, On 8 February, CONE
fired her guns In anger for the flrst +ime since commissioning in 1945,
The tong hour:s of gunnery practice proved their #orth. This period on
the "guniine" colincided with the Morth Vietnamese build-up prior to the
TET offersive and there was a great demand for gunfire from the desivoysrs
patrollirg off The OMZ. in |} days of round-the-clock operations, CONE
fired an aversgs of 680 rounds per day for 2 total expenditure of 7501
rounds. The many underway repienishmenfs and resrmings, some conducted
at night and under door weather conditlons, as well as the long hours of
¢iring, vere a test of human stemina, CONE departsd the gunline on 19
February. Alil hands were proud of the numerous messzges received from
Marine Corps spotters praising the atfectiveness of the ship’s gunfire.

CONE join:d the attack carrier USS KITTY HAWK (CVA 63) and her escorts |
in the Gulf o? Tonkin. As an escort for KITTY HAWK, CONE sorved as a
surface rescu) vesssal during launch and recovery of attack aircratt,
Commandiig Of ficer, ?55 Céﬂé (DD 866) assumed tactical command of the
#gsk-eleganfe:umprtsép of KITTY HAWK escorts. KITTY HAWK and her escorts
departed Yankss Sfa?lén on 26 February for a psriod of upkeep in Subic Bay,
Phll[pplfﬁﬁ° USS AJAX (AR 6) provided tender services Yo CONE from 23
Pebruary untl! 2 March, when KITTY HAWK end hei cbnsur?s departed Sublc
Bay ‘o roturn to operations on Yankee Station in the Cuif of Tonkin.
'Durlng the upieep pariod, USS MC CARD (DD 822), é&so of Dastroyer Squadiron
FOUR, joined the Task Unlt as an ascort.

CONE terminated Surfacé'Rescue Operations with KITTY HAWK on 4 March

and procided ro station ofi the coest of North Vietnam where she operated
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as Commander Task Urit 70.0.4, conducting both picket s+a+lon duties and
combined operations with Sea Dragon forces employed in Gunfire Support
Missions north of the De-miliitarized Zone. Other units participating

in Sea Dragon, at ¥hat +ims, were USS HOEL (DDG i3) and USS BLUE (DD 744),

Relisved cf Southwest Picket Station and Sea Uragon duties on 7 March,
CONE procaded to (1 Corps Tactical Zone south of Da Nang to provide
Guﬁflra Support for Korean Forces in that area, CONE fired 1865 rounds
prior to departure on |7 March.

For the next two weeks, CONE succassivaly escorted USS BON HOMME RICHARD
(CVA 31), USS RANGER (CVA 61}, and USS KITTY HAWK (CVA 63), each engaged
In Yankee Statlon operations.

On March 27, COMNE in company with USS KITTY HAWK and USS MC CARD de-
parted Yaikes Sfafinﬁ[anroufe to Yokosuka, Japan, arriving thers on I Aprid
1968, After & concantrated affort by the crew, CONE successfully comp letead
an INSURV inspaction on Tha.d?h and 5th of Aprii, Leaving Yokosuka
with KITT? HAWK on & Aprit, CONE rsturned Yo Yankaes Station on the 12th and,
in company with anoher DESDIV 4§ ship, USS BORCELON (DD 881}, servad as
rascue destroyer and Screen Commander for USS KITTY HAWK in support of
strike operations, CONE departed Yankee Station on 17 April for her final
tour on The “gunﬁinn??

Arriving in | Corps Tacticai Zone on i8 Aprii, CONE's main armament
was again employed In support of Marine Forces in the Zone, Before
departing the area on The 30th, CONE fired 295C rounds bringing her grand
total of 5738 cal, rounds fired during The depioyment to 12,881,

CONE retuined To Yankee Station and operations with USS KiTTY HAWK
on | May 1968, On 2 May, KITTY HAWK and escorts departed the Gulf of Tonkin
arriving in Subic Bay, Phitippines on the 3rd for 2 brief stop prior

to proceding ‘o Hong Kong. CONE anchored in the harbor of Hong Kong eariy
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in the mnfning on the 5th of May and all hands went ashore with their
shoppling lists to enjoy the crowded streets and shops of this famous
International frading center.

GONE departed hong Kong on i May and arrived in Yolkosuka, Japan
on the 15th after stopping briefly for fuel at Okinewa. Many of the
ship’s cdmpany used this final opportunity To ses Japan and tours of
all Types wers fully subscribed.

Yokosuka was the point of reunion for the Task Unit and CONE started
the long tTrip hoﬁe on 20 May in company with USS DEWEY (DLG 14) and
JAMES C, OWENS (DD 776), with COMDESDIV FOUR TWO embarked in DEWEY.
After re‘usling at Midway Island on the 25th, the transit unit arrived
in Pearl Harbor, Hewaii on 28 May. Departing for San Diego, Catlifornia
on the 3ist, ZONE,CEWEY and OWENS were Jolned by USS JOHNSTON (DD 821),
+hus reuniting Destroyer Division Forty-Two for the remalnder of the
homewaird journey.

‘*he Division arrived in San Diegoc on 6 Juna. Departing San Diego on
10 June “he Divisicn fransited the Panama Canal on the 18th,

CONE arrived at Pler Papa, Charieston, on 22 June 1968, Neadlcss
to say, happy reunions were the order of the day, fo! lowed by numeious
farewells as nany crawmaﬁbhrs went to civilian life and ofhers departed
on leave and then to new duty stations.

CONE was once sgdin untsrway on 31 July for speciel opsrations.
Affar a Lrie$ stop at Key Vest, Florids on Z August, a iiber?y weekend
tollowed in Fort Leudardale, Florida, CONE departed Fort Lauderdale
on 5 August and , whlﬂa enroute, exarcised her AAW capabilifty by firing
at target drones. éOﬁE returned o Charleston on & August.

On the 9th of August, CONE's fantall was ¥he stage for the Pacitfic
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Depioyment awards ceremony. Two Navy Commendation Madais with Combat V¥,
§ive Navy Achievement Medals with Combat "W", sixtesn letters of Commendat ion
$rom Comnander SEVENTH Fleet, and Twelve citations from Commander Cruiser-
Destroye~ Group, SEVENTH Fleet were presented.

On 8 Octcber, one brief chapter of CONE's hisfory was closed, CONE's
+wo Drona Antli=Submarine Helicopters (DASH} were off-loaded for the last
tima,

In +1e |ith of Novembaer, CONE berthed at the Naval Shipyard, Charleston,
S. C. Regular Overhaul bsgan on 18 November 1968, the crew settled into
a rejular rovtine of repalr and malintainance, aﬁdéd sy the capable and
industrious shipyaird personnel.

SONE's fcrward 5%/38 twin gun-mount was removed on 6 December, having
tired ovar 6(00 rounds in WESTPAC,

On Friday the 3th of December CONE passed The sill of Drydock number
One, Chariesion Naval Shipyard and gently settied onfo the kesl blocks

whare sha remained to greet The new year.
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

JAN=SUBIC BAY, PHILIPPINES

JAN-TYPE TRAINING, TABONES RANGE/SOUTHERN SLARCH AND 7ESCUE
JAN=SUBIC BAY, PHILIPPINES

JAN~ENROUTE

JAN=DA NANG RVN

JAN=ENROUTE

JAN~SOUTH SEARCH AND RESCUE, GULF OF TONKIN
JAN-ENROUTE

FEB-KAO-HSIUNG, TAIWAN

FEB~ENROUTE

FEB-GUNLINE | CORPS TACTICAL ZONE/DE=M!ILITARIZED ZONE
FEE~YANKEE STATION, GULF OF TONKIN

FEE~ENROUTE

FEB-SUBIC BAY, PHILIPPINES

MAR=-ENROUTE

MAR-YANKEE STATION, GULF OF TONKIN

MAR-COMMANDER TASK UNIT 70.0.4/SEA DRAGON, GULF OF TONKIN
MAR-GUNL INE | CORPS TACTICAL ZONE/DE-MiLITARIZED ZONE
MAR-GUNLINE 1| CORPS TACTICAL ZONE

MAR-YANKEE STATION, GULF OF TONKIN

MAR-ENROUTE

APR=YOKOSUKA, JAPAN

APR=-ENROUTE

APR=YANKEE STATION, GULF OF TONKIN
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18.-20 APR-GUNLINE | CORPS TACTICAL ZONE/DE-M]LITARIZED ZONE

30 APR-ENROUTE/YANKEE STATION

MAY~YANKEE STATION, GULF OF TONKIN

2 MAY=-ENROUTE
3 MAY=SUBIC BAY, PHILIPPINES
4 MAY ~ENROUTE

5-]0 MAY-HONG KONG

§1-12 MAY-ENROUTE

i3 MAY-ENROUTE/OKINAWA
14  MAY-ENROUTE

15-19 MAY-YOKOSUKA, JAPAN
20-24 MAY~ENROUTE

25 = MAY-MIDWAY/ENROUTE
26-28 MAY-ENROUTE

29-31 MAY-PEARL HARBOR
{-5  JUN-ENROUTE

6-3  JUN=SNA DIEGO

10-18 JUN-ENROUTE

18 JUN-PANAMA CANAL
19=21 JUN-ENROUTE

22 SUN-CHARLESTON

38 JUL-ENROUTE

2 AUG-KEY WEST/ENROUTE
3 AUG-PORT EVERGLADES
5 AUG~ENROUTE

6 AUG-CHARLESTON

13 ALG-AT SEA FOR PRE-OVERHAUL ViBRAT ION SURVEY
52 BEC-DRYDOCK, CHARLESTCN NAVAL SHIPYARD
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GUHLINE., A3 A UNIT OF DESTROYER DiVISION FOUR TWO, COMMANDED BY CAFTAIN
J. Jo TICE, AND OF DESTROYER SQUADRON FOUR COMMANDZD BY CAPTAIN D. V.
SCHERMERHOR Y, CONE iS ONE OF SEVEN CHARLESTOM BASED DESTROYERS CURRENTLY
OPERAT NG !4 SUPFORT OF UNITED STATES AIMS IN VIETNAM, CONE IS THE FLAG-
SHIP OI' DESTROYEF DIVISION FOUR TWO AND DEPARTED CHARLESTON ON 15 NOVEMBEF
P67,
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10 FEBRUARY 1968
NEW RELEASE

WHILE OPER/TING OFF THE COAST OF SOUTH VIETNAM ON 9 FEBRUARY 1968, FIVE
MILES 30UTH OF THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE, THE CHARLESTON $.C. BASED
DESTROER LSS COME (DD 866) FIRED 734 ROUNDS OF FIVE INCH CALIBER
AMMUN! TION IN SUPPORT OF THE THIRD MARSNE DIVISION. CONE, COMMANDED BY
coandER #RTHUR coDAY OF [ 75 1o7iFiED BY THE GUNFIRE
SUPPORT SPCTTER ASHORE THAT THE RESULTS OF CONE'S 3OMBARDMENT WERE OUT-
STAND!¥G. HAVING DESTROYED ELEVEN STRUCTURES, WHILE CAUSING FOUR
SECONDARY EXPLOS ONS IN ENEMY MORTAR POSITIONS, AND STARTING NINE
SIGNIFICANT FIRES IN CONFIRMED NORTH VIETNESE ARMY POSITIONS, THE FIRES
BURNED SO ERILLIANTLY THAT THE SPOTVER iNFORMED CONE THAT EVERYBODY WAS
“UP WATCHING THEM™ AND REQUESTED THAT HE BE SENT 9000 MARSHVELLOWS.,
CONE 15 A UNIT OFF DESTROYER DIVISION FOUR TWO COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN J. J.
TICE AYD OME OF SEVEN DESTROYERS OF DESTROYER SQUADRON FOUR, COMMANDED
BY CAPTAIN D. V. SCHERMERHORN, PRESENTLY OPERATING WiTH THE SEVENTHFLT

OFF VIZTNAM,




il FEBRUARY 1968

NEWS RELEASE

THE GENZRAL PURPOSE DESTROYER USS CONE (DD 866! COMMANDED BY COMMANDER
cooay o [ 's PRESENTLY OPERATING OFF THE COAST OF SOUTH
VIETNAM IN SUPPOR™ OF THE THIRD MARINE DIVISION IN THE VICINITY OF THE
DEMILITARIZED ZONI. CONE DEPARTED FROM HER HOMEPORT OF CHARLESTON ON

15 NOVEMBER 1967 /ITH DESTROYER DI VISION FOUR TWO, COMMANDED BY

CAPTAIN J. <. TICE, AND 1S ONE OF THE SEVEN DESTROYERS OF DESTROYER
SQLADRON FOUR, COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN D. V. SCHERMERHORN, CURRENTLY
OPERATING OFF THE COAST OF VIETNAM, PRESENTLY ASSIGNED TO WHAT HAS BECOME
KNCWN AS THE GUNLINE, CONE'S PRIMARY MISSION 15 THE BOMBARDMENT OF ENEMY
POSITIONS AS ASSIGNED BY MARINE CORPS SPOTTERS ASHORE, THESE POSITIONS
VAEY FROM CONFIRMID OR SUSPECTED NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY ARTILLERY AND MORTAR
SITES TO TR(OP CONCENTRATIONS AND SUPPLY ROUTES.,

EXPECTED TO BE READY TWENTY=-FOUR HOURS A DAY TO FIRE ON A MOMENTS NOTICE
MAKES IT ESI'ECIAL.Y DIFFICULT FOR THE MEN OF CONE, THE RATE OF FIRE MAKES
IT NECESSAR” TO RZARM AT SEA FROM AMAUNITION SHIP AT LEAST EVERY OTHER
DAY. NORMALLY AT MIGHT, AN EVOLUTION WH!ICH REQUIRES A TEAM EFFORT BY ALL
HANDS. IT 'S ALS) NECESSARY TO REFUEL AND TO RESUPPLY THE SHIP AT SEA
ONCE ACAIN REQUIRING AN ALL OUT EFFORT ON THE PART OF THE CREW. SLEEP

iS AT A PREIMIUM AND EVERY DAY BRINGS LONG, HARD HOLRS OF WORK FOR THE 277
MEN ANC 18 OFFICEXS OF CONE. YET ONE RARELY HEARS A COMPLAINT AND ALL
HANDS £RE PREPARED TO GIVE THEIR UTMOST IN ORDER TC HELP PROTECT THE LiVES
OF OUR MARIIE COMIADES ASHORE, AS COMMANDER CODAY RECENTLY EXPRESSED IN
A LETTER TO THE FAMILIES OF THE MEN OF CONE "TIME AND TIME AGAIN | HAVE
REMARKED THAT TH!S GENERATION OF YOUNG AMER!CANS WHO MAN CONE ARE THE MOST
HIGHLY SKIL D, MOTIVATED, AND INDUCTRIOUS GENERATION EVER PRODUCED. WITH

THESE MEN AND YOUR SUPPORT AMERICA CAN NEVER FAIL IN ANY OF HER ENDEAYORS™.




13 FEBRUARY 1968

NEWS RELEASE

THE CHARLESTON, 3.C. BASED DESTROYER USS CONE (DD 866), COMMANDED BY
comvanDER ARTHUR copay of [ +2s coveLeTed HER FiFTH DAY OF

NAVAL GUNF 'RE SUPORT OFF THE COAST OF SCUTH VIETNAM iN SUPPORT OF THE
THIRD MARIIE DIVISION FIVE MILES SOUTH OF THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE. DURING
THE THENTY FOUR HOUR PERIOD FROM MIDNIGHT i! FEBRUARY 1968 TO MiDNIGHT

12 FEERUAR” 1968, CONE FIRED 1225 ROUNDS OF FIVE INCH CALIBER AMMUNITION
ON ACTIVE NEMY 4ORTOR POSITIONS AND TROOP CONCENTRATIONS AND ON VIET

CONG FOCKET LAUNSHING POSITIONS. ALTHOUGH DARKNESS PREVENTED ACCURATE
TERGET DAMAGE AS3ESSMENT ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS, CONE WAS CREDITED WITH
CAUSING DESTRUCTION OF AT LEAST EIGHT FORTIFIED PCSITIONS WHILE DAMAGING
THREE OTHERS AS WELL AS CAUSING SIX SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS AND NUMBEROUS
FIRES. DURING A MISSION ON THE NIGHT OF 12 FBRUARY 1968, CONE FIRED 25€
ROUNDS INTO AN ENEMY POSITION OCCUPIED BY THE VIET CONG AND AS THE LOCATION
OF NUVERDUS CONFIRMED ENEMY MORTOR SITES. THZ TARGET COVERAGE PROVIDED

Y CONE WA EXCELLENT CAUSING THE MARINE GUNFIRE SUPPORT SPOTTER ASHORE

TO COMMENT, QUOTZ | WOULD LIKE TO SAY THAT THiS HAS BEEN AN OUTSTANDING
MISSICN. oo ALL ROUNDS WERE ON TARGET... THE SPOTS TOOK PERFECT EFFECT...

I7 WAS THE FASTEST (RATE OF FIRE) SHOOTING THAT WE HAVE EVER SEEN HERE

AND N ALL BY FA THE BEST NAVAL GUNFIRE i HAVE EVER SEEN OUT HERE (VIET-
NAM) LNQUOTE, THESE FIRST FIVE DAYS ON THE GUNLINE HAVE SEEN CONE FIRING
OVER 2000 IOUNDS OF AMMUNITION, A FEAT WHICH COULD ONLY HAVE BEEN ACCOMPLISHED
BY A MAXIMM EFFORT BY ALL HANDS WHO SACRIFICE MANY HOUR OF SLEEP IN ORDER
TO SUFPORT OUR MARKNE TROOPS ASHORE.

CONE CEPAR'ED CHARLESTON ON 15 NOVEMBER 1967 AS THE FLAGSHIP OF DESTROYER
DIVISION FOUR TWD, COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN J. J. TICE. AS A UNIT OF DESTROYER
SQUADFON FOUR, COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN D. V. SCHERMERHORN, CONE 1S ONE OF

SEVEN DESRON FOUR DESTROYERS OPERATING IN VIETNAM WwATERS.




14 FEBRUARY 1968

NEWS RELEASE

THE C{ARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA BASED DESTROYER US3 CONE (DD 856) FIRED
420 RIUNDS OF F VE INCH CALIBER AMMUNITION OH NORTH VIETNAM ARMY POSITIONS
IN SOJTH ViETNAN DURING THE TWENTY FOUR HOUR PERIOD ENDING AT MIDNIGHT

I3 FE3RUAFY 1968, CONE COMMANDED BY COMMANDER ARTHUR CODAY, WAS SUPPORTING
THE T4IRD MARINE DIVISION, 10 MILES SOUTH OF THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE BY
PROVI JING NAVAL GUNFIRE SUPPORT ON TARGETS ASSIGNED BY MARINE GUNFIRE
SUPPORT SFOTTERS ASHORE. N ONE PARTICULAR INCIDENT, CONE WAS RETURNING
TO STATION AFTER REFUELING AT SEA FROM A NAVY OILER WHEN THE MARINE
SPOTTZR ASSIGNED AN URGENT MiSSION WHICH REQUIRED IMMERIATE BOMBARDMENT
OF ENTRENCHED NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY TROOPS FIVE MILES SOUTH OF THE DMZ.
CONE APPRCACHED HER STATION AT FLANK SPEED, BACKED DOWN FULL AND FIRED
THE FIRST ROUND MOMENTS AFTER SWINGING INTO POSITION, THERE WAS TIME
ONLY TO EYPEND 220 ROUNDS BEFORE A MARINE SWEEP THRU THE AREA REACHED

THE PIRIMETER OFF THE VILLAGE. OBSERVERS COUNTED TWENTY TWO NORTH
VIETNAMESE. ARMY REGULAR TROOPS KILLED {N ACTION BY CONE'S FIVE INCH GUNS,
IN COPLIMENTING THE OFFICERS AND MEN OF CONE FOR THEIR PRECISION PER-
FORMANCE (DR CODAY STATED QUCTE TODAY'S TEAM EFFORT BY THE SHIP AND THE
MARINZ COFPS 1S AN OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF SEA FOWER
LNQUOTE,

CONE, FLACSHIP OF DESTROYER DIVISION FOUR TWO, COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN J, J.
TICE, DEP/RTED CHARLESTON ON 15 NOVEMBER 1267 FOR DUTY WITH THE SEVENTH
FLEET. AS A UN T OF DESTROYER SQUADRON FOUR, COMYANDED BY CAPTAIN DALE

V. SCHERMIRHORN CONE JOINS THE OTHER S1X SHIPS OF THE SQUADRON ON STATION

OF VIZTNAM,




i5 FEBRUARY 1968

NEWS RELEASE

ON 14 “EBRLARY 1968 THE ATLANTIC FLEET DESTROYER USS CONE (DD 866}

FIRED 724 ROUNDS OF FIVE INCH CALIBER AMMUNEITEON ON ENEMY POSITIONS IN
SUPPORT OF THE THIRD MARINE DIVISION JUST SOUTH OF THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE,
MARINE SPOTTERS FSHORE REPORTED EXCELLENT COVERAGE OF THE TARGET AREAS

BY CONI’S GUVFIRE ALTHOUGH PRECHSE ASSESSMENT CF TARGET DAMAGE WAS IN
MOST C/SES NOT PCSSIBLE DUE TO TARGET LOCATiON. CONE DiD DISCOVER THAT
THE TH RD MARINE DIVISION HAS AMONGST THEIR SFOTTERS A POET WHEN ONE

PART ICULAR 3POTTER REPL!ED TO CONES REQUEST FOR AN EVALUATICON OF THE
SH!PS GUNFIIE EFFECTIVENESS ON A PARTICULAR MISSION WiTH QUOTE YOUR
SHOOTING 1S ONLY MATCHED BY THE BEAUTY OF THE NIGHT™ UNQUOTE. DURING HER
FINST SEVEN DAYS ON THE GUNLINE, CONE, COMMANDED BY COMMANDER CODAY OF
I cXFEnNOED 4195 ROUNDS OF FIVE INCH CALIBER AMMUNI T 10N

IN ROUND~TH i-CLOCK OPERATIONS. TOGETHER W!TH OTHER SHIPS OF THE
CHARLESTON 3ASED JESTROYER SQUADRON FOUR, OOMMANDEL BY CAPTAIN DALE V.
SCHERMERHORI{, CONZ IS UPHOLDING THE TRADITION OF A SUCCESSFUL NAVY=-
MARINE CORP:; TEAM EFFORT. CONE, FLAGSHIP OF DESTRCYER DIVISION FOUR TWO
COMMANCED B'Y CAPTAIN J. 4. TICE, DEPARTED HER HOMEFORT OF CHARLESTON ON

i5 NOVEMBER 1967 ~OR DUTY WiTH THE SEVENTH FLEET.




16 FEBRUARY 1968

NEWS RELEASE

WHILE 'N SUPPORT OF THE THIRD MARINE D!VISION SOUTH OF THE DEMILITARIZED
ZONE Oif |5 FEBRUFRY 1968, THE ATLANTIC FLEET DESTROYER USS CONE FIRED
950 ROUNDS OF FIVE INCH CALIBER AMMUNITION ON ENEMY POSITIONS. MAR I NE
SPOTTERS ASHORE FEPORTED EXCELLENT COVERAGE OF ALL TARGETS WHICH WERE
POSSIBI.E TC OBSEFVE, CONE, COMMANDED BY COMMANDER ARTHUR CODAY OF
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA, WAS CREDITED WiTH THE DESTRUCTION OF THREE
STRUCT'JRES, AND [AMAGE TO AT LEAST TWO CTHER STRUCTURES. EXACT ASSESS-
MENT O° TARGET D/MAGE WAS NOT POSSIBLE DUE TO ENEMY CONTROL OF THE TARGET
ARZA. IN THE SEVEN AND ONE-HALF DAYS THIS CHARLESTON BASED DESTROYER

HAS BE:IN ON STAT(ON AS NAVAL GUNFIRE SUPPORT UNIT, CONE HAS EXPENDED 5150
ROUNDS OF AMMUNITION ON EMEMY POSITIONS BOTH IN AND SOUTH OF THE DMZ.,
THIS ROUND THE CIOCK OPERATION HAS ONLY BEEN POSSIBLE DUE TO THE ENTHUS i At
AND STAMINA OF THE CREW OF CONE, THE MARINE SPOTTERS CONT INUOUSLY
COMMENTED CN THE RAPED RATE OF FIRE OF CONE'S GUNS AND THE ACCURACY OF
THE SHOOTING, BOTH ATTRIBUTABLE DIRECTLY TO THE EXCEPTIONAL EFFORTS BEING
MADE BY ALL HANDS. CONE JOINS HER SISTER SHIPS OF DESTROYER DIVISION
FOUR TV0, COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN JOHN J. TICE, AND OF DESTROYER SQUADRON
FOUR, >OMMZNDED BY CAPTAIN DALE V. SCHERMERHORN, ON DUTY OFF THE SHORES

OF BOT{ SOUTH AND NORTH VIET NAM.




|7 FEBRUARY 1968
NEWS RELEASE
ON 16 FZBRUARY 19¢8, THE CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA BASED DESTROYER
USS CON: (DL 866) EXPENDED 480 ROUNDS OF FiVE INCH CALIBER AMMUNITION
WHILE ON STATION £S A NAVAL GUNFIRE SUPPORT UNIT iN SUPPORT OF THE THIRD
MARINE DIVISION SUST SOUTH OF THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE. TAKING UNDER FiRE
ENEMY TARGEYS BOTH N AND SOUTH OF THE DNMZ, CONE COMMANDED BY COMMANDER
ARTHUR ODAY, RESFONDED TO CALL FOR FIRE MISSIONS FROM MARINE SPOTTERS
ASHORE ON SEVEN D! FFERENT OCCASIONS. THESE MISSIONS WERE OBSERVED BY
THE SPOTTERS AND EXCELLENT TARGET COVERAGE WAS REPORTED ON ALL MISSIONS.
OTHER MISSICNS THROUGHOUT THE TWENTY FOUR HOUR PERIOD WERE OF THE
HARASSUENT AND {HTERDICTION (H&I) TYPE DESIGNED TO KEEP THE ENEMY TROOPS
ALWAYS IN A STATE GF FEAR AND CONFUSION NOT KNOWING WHERE THE NEXT ROUNDS
WILL FALL, THIS /TLANTIC FLEET "GREYHOUND" OF THE SEA, WAS CREDITED WITH
THE PROBABLE KiLLING OF AT LEAST TWO OF THE ENEMY TROOPS WHEN ONE SPOTTER
REPORTED QUCTE ®1 SAW FIVE OF THEM RUNNING NTC ONE OF YOUR BURSTS BUT
| ONLY 3AW THREE COME OUT" UNQUOTE, 1T WAS ON THIS OCCASION THAT CONE
JAS ASSIGNEC A MISSION WITH A TARGET OF AN ESTIMATED 800 ENEMY TROOPS WHO
HAD INFILTRETED A VILLAGE TWO MILES TO THE SOUTHEAST OF GiO LINA. SO
MANY OF THE ENEMYS RANKS WERE OBSERVED TO FLEE INTO THE TREES AFTER CONE
COMMENG ZD HER BOMEGARDMENT THAT THE SPOTTER SAID THAT HE DIDN'T EXACTLY
KNOW WHIRE FE SOULD TELL THE SHIP TO SHOOT SINCE THZRE WERE TROOPS RUNNING
ALL OVER THE PLACE. THE TARGET WAS AGAIN BOMBARTED ~ LATER ON DURING THE
NIGAT BT DFRKNESS PREVENTED FURTHER EVALUATION, AS THE SPOTTER PUT IT,
QUOTE 15 THEY DID RETURN TO THE VILLAGE | AM SURE THAT YOU MUST HAVE
GOTTEN THEM WiTH YOUR OUTSTANDING COVERAGE. YOU DEFINITELY MUST OF
SCARED THE FELL OUT OF THEMY UNQUOTE. CONE, A UNIT OF DESTROYER SQUADROH
FOUR, COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN D. V., SCHERMERHORN, DEPARTED HER HOMEPORT OF

CHARLESTON CN 15 NOVEMBER 1967 IN ONMPANY W1TH DESTROYER DIVESTON FOUR
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TWO COYMANI'ED BY CAPTAIN JOHN J. TICE. DURING HER PRESENT DEPLOYMENT
WITH THE SEVENTH FLEET COME HAS ALSO SERVED AS A SEARCH AND RESCUE DES~

TROYER IN THE GULF OF TONKIN IN SUPPORT OF THE NAVY'S AIR EFFORT

AGAINST NORTH VIETNAM,




18 FEBRUARY 1968

NEWS RELEASE

DURING ACTION IN SUPPORT OF THE THIRD MARINE DiVISION JUST SOUTH OF THE
DEMIL! TARIZED ZOHE ON 17 FEBRUARY 1968, THE CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA
BASED JESTFOYER 1SS CONE (DD 866) EXPENDED 798 ROUNDS OF FiVE INCH CALIBER
AMMUNITION ON ENEMY POSITIONS. RESPONDING RAPIDLY TO CALL-FOR-FIRE M15SiONS
FROM MARINE SPOT'ERS ASHORE ON ELEVEN OCCASIONS. CONE, COMMANDED BY COMMANDER
arTHUR coorY oF [ vwas crepiteo with exceLent coverace oF ALL
TARGET AREFS. AS ONE SPOTTER PUT I7 QUOTE BEAUTIFIL, JUST BEAUT!FUL UN-
QUOTE. THE TARGETS INCLUDED, AMONG OTHERS, NORTH YIETNAMESE ARMY TROOP
CONCENTRATIONS, HNOWN SUPPLY AREAS, AND CONFIRMED ARTILLERY AND MORTAR
POSITIONS. CONE, A UNIT OF DESTROYER SQUADRON FOUR, COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN
DALE V. SCHERMERHORN, WAS CREDITED WITH SILENCING ACTIVE SMALL ARMS FIRE
FROM A KNOWN ENENY POSITION, DESTROYING ONE STRUCTURE WHILE
DAMAGIHG THREE OTHERS AND ONE BRIDGE. TARGET LOCATION PREVENTED ACCURATE
ASSESSHENT OF DAMAGE. AT THE END OF HER NINTH DAY ON THE GUNLINE, CONE

HAS EXPENDED 643 ROUNDS OF AMMUNITION IN SUPFORT OF THE MARINES, AN ALL
HANDS [ZFFORT FOR WHICH THE MARINE SPOTTERS HAVE CONTINUOUSLY STATED THAT
THZY ARE EXTREMELY APPRECIATEIVE. AS THE FLAGSHIP OF DESTROYER DIVISION
FOUR TMO, CIMMANCED BY CAPTAIN JOHN J. TICE, CONE DEPARTED HER HOMEPORT

OF CHARLESTON ON 5 NOVEMBER 1967 FOR HER TOUR OF DUTY WITH THE NAVAL

UNITS OF THZ SEVENTH FLEET IN THE WATERS OFF NORTH AND SOUTH VIETNAM,




19 FEBRUARY 1969

NEWS RELEASE

DURINC THE PERI0) FROM MIDNIGHT 17 FEBRUARY 1968 TO 0600, 19 FESRUARY
1968, THE ATLANTIC FLEET, CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA BASED DESTROYER

USS CCNE (1D 866) EXPENDED 1070 ROUNDS OF AMMUNITION WHILE ON DUTY

AS A MNAVAL GUNFI3E SUPPORT SHIP WITH THE THIRD MARINE DIVISION SOUTH

OF THE DEMI/LITARIZED ZONE. RESPONDING TO SIXTEEN CALL-FOR-FIRE MISSIONS
REQUESTED 1Y THE MARINE SPOTTERS ASHORE, ENEMY TARGETS INCLUDING KNOWN
NORTH VIETHAMESE ARMY TROOP CONCENTRATIONS IN BATTALION STRENGTH,

ACTIVE MORTAR AN ARTILLERY POSITIONS, AND "ECHANIZED iNFILTRATION
ROUTES WERE TAKEN UNDER FIRE BY THE TWO TWIN FIVE INCH CALIBER GUN
MOUNTS OF CONE. THE MARINE SPOTTERS REPORTED THAT THE TARGET COVERAGE
WiS N MOST CASE3S OUTSTANDING AND NEVER LESS THAN EXCELLENT. DURING HER
ELEVEN DAY TOUR JF DUTY ON THE GUNLINE, CONE COMIZNDED BY COMMANDER
arthur copay of [l 7iReC SEVEN THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED AND ONE
ROUNDS OF 7IVE INCH CALIBER AMMUNITION, COIMENTING ON THIS PERFORMANCE,
COMMANDER CODAY STATED IN A MEMORANDUFM TO THE CREW OF CONE OUOTE THE
SEVEN THOUSAND FIVE HUNCRED ROUNDS FIRED DURING THE ELEVEN DAY PERIOD
AT KNCWN EHEMY POSITIONS ARE A MEASURE OF YOUR WILLINGNESS TO WORK TO
THE LIMITS OF ENJURANCE. NO ONE WHO HAS NOT BEEN HERE WILL KNOW HOW
MUCH EFFORT WAS ZXPENDED MERELY HANDLING SO MANY TONS OF AMMUNITION.

NO ONE NOT HERE SAN PROPERLY APPRECIATE WHAT IT MEANS TO STAND WATCH FER
§ X HCURS ON THE LINE, FIRING CONTINOUSLY, THEN WORK FOR SiX HOURS MORE
T/KING AMMUNITION ABOARD AT SEA IN A PITCH BLACK NIGHT WiTH GREEN WATER
DFENCH ING JS TO THE SKiN, AND THEN BACK ON WATCH FOR SiX MORE HOURS--

i | FAD NOT TIMED THE ROUNDS MYSELF | WOULD NEVEF BELIEVE THAT THE GUN
CREWS COUL) ACHIZVE A RATE OF FIRE OF ONE ROUND PER GUN EVERY TWO AND

ONE HFLF S:ICONDS. NEVERTHELESS THIS IS WHAT JE DID WHENEVER THE SPOTTERS




CAUGHT ENEMY TROOPS IN THE OPEN AND TIME WAS PRECIOUS---i BELIEVE OUR FINEST
MOMENT, A TEXTBOOK LESSON ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF NAVAL GUNFIRE, CAME

WHEN CONL'S SALVOS CAUSED THE ENEMY TROOPS WHO INFILTRATED A VILLAGE IN
LARG: NUMBERS, TO EREAK AND RUN FOR THE TREES. OBJECTIVE ACHIEVED WITHOUT
RISKING THE LIFE OF A SINGLE MAR I NE . UNQUOTE .

THE NAVAL. GUNFIRE LIAISON OFFICER OF THE THIRD MARINE DIVISION SENT THE
FOLLOWING MESSAGE 10 THE MEN OF CONE QUOTE YOUR CONSTANT QUICK RESPONSE,

AND SPIRIT OF ENTHUSIASUM HAS BEEN A TREMENDOUS ASSET TO OUR JOINT EFFORTS.
YOU ARE \ FIMNE SHOOTING SHIP. {T!S BEEN A PLEASURE HAVING YOU ON THE LINE.
HOPE TO 3EE YOU AGAIN SOGN. WELL DONE. UNOUOTE, CONE, A UNIT OF DESTROYER
SQUADRON FOUF:, COMHMANDED BY CAPTAIN DALE V, SCHERMERHORN, HAS NOW DEPARTED
THE GUNLINE FOR OTHER DUTIES WiTH THE SEVENTH FLEET. THE SHIP DEPARTED
CHARLESTON OM 15 NOVEMBER 1967 AS THE FLAGSHIP OF DESTROYER DIVISION

FOUR TWC, COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN JOHN J. TICE.




22 FEBRUARY 1968

NEWS RELEASE

THE ATLANT!} FLEET DESTROYER USS CONE HAS RECENTLY COMPLETED AN |} DAY
TOUR AS A NAVAL GUNFIRE SUPPORT SHIP IN SUPPORT OF THE THIRD MARINE
DIVISICN JUST SOUTH OF THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE. DURING THIS PERIOD ON

THE GUMLINE, CONE, COMMANDED BY COMMANDER ARTHUR CCDAY OF_»
EXPENDED 7521 ROUNDS OF FIVE INCH CALIBER AMAUNITION ON ENEMY POSiTIONS

IN AND SOUT4 OF THE DMZ. IN COMMENTING ON THIS COMMENDABLE EFFORYT THE
COMMANDER OF DESTROYER SQUADRON FOUR STATED QUOTE AS CONE DEPARTS THE
GUJLINE FOR OTHEF DUTIES, | TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY 7O COMMEND THE OFFICERS
AND MEN RESPONSIELE FOR HER OQUTSTANDING PERFORMANCEE OF THE PAST ELEVEN
DAYS. CONE'S RECORD OF ACCOMPLISHMENT DURING THi1S PERIOD SPEAKS FOR
ITSELF: 27 CONF!RMED ENEMY KILLED IN ACTICON, 29 STRUCTURES DESTROYED,

AND NUAEROLS ART'LLERY POSITIONS SILENCED. it YOUR DELIVERY OF OVER

SEVEN THOUSAND 5,38 ROUNDS YOU HAVE FSTABLISHED A REPUTATION FOR RAPID

AND ACIURATE FIRE ON ANY OCCASION AND SUCH PERFORMANCE BY A DESTROYER
SQUADRIN FCUR UN T i8S A SOURCE OF GREAT PERSONAL SATISFACTION TO ME.

CONE WILL ALWAYS BE WELCOME ON THE GUNLINE TEAM. WELL DONE. CAPTAIN
DALE V. SCHERMERIIORN, USN, UNQUOTE. CAPTAIN SCHERMERHORN WAS THE COMMANDZR
iN CHARGE OF GUN.INE OPERATIONS AT THIS TiME. AS A MEASURE OF THE EFFORT
PLT FCRTH BY THE CREW OF CONE TO PROVIDE THE MARINES THE SUPPORT NEEDED,
AFPROX IMATIILY 663,000 POUNDS OF AMAUNITION HAD TO BE TAKEN ABOARD AT SEA,
AND HAND C/ARRIED TO THE MAGAZINES, AS ONE MEMBER WAS HEARD TO REMARK.
WNOW | KNOU WHAT THEY MEANT IN THAT SONG, PRAISE THE LORD AND PASS THE
AMMUNITION ¥ CONE, THE FLAGSH!P OF DESTROYER DiVISION FOUR TWO, COMMANDED
BY CAFTAIN JOHN §. TICE IS PRESENTLY CPERATING AS AN ESCORT DESTROYER FOF
THE A1TACK AIRCRAFT CARRIER USS KiTTY HAWK (CVA 6%) OPERATING IN THE GULF

Of TOMKIN, THE SHIP DEPARTED HER HOMEPORT OF CHARLESTON, S.C. ON i35 NOVY 67.




5 MARCH 1968
NEWS RELEASE

THE CHARLESTON, 5. C. BASED DESTROYERS, USS CONE (DD 866) AND USS

ROBER? H. I1CCARD (DD 822) DEPARTED SUBIC BAY, PHILIPPINES ON 2 MARCH 196€
IN COMPANY WITH USS KITTY HAWK (CVA 63) ENROUTE TO YANKEE STATION IN THE
GULF CF TONKIN. WHILE IN SUBIC BAY, AT THE INVITATION OF THE COMMANDING
OFFICER OF KITTY HAWK, CAPTAIN D, C. DAVIS, OFFICERS AND MEN OF CONE

V' SITED THZ CARRIER FOR ORIENTATION ON CARRIER OPERATIONS. THE DESTROYERS,
JNDER THE TACTICAL COMMAND OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF CONE, COMMANDER
arvhuet cooay OF [l ARE ESCORTS FOR THE 76,700 TONE ATTACK AiR-
CRAFT CARRIER KITTY HAWK WHILE SHE IS ENGAGED IN AIR OPERATIONS IN
SUPPORT OF UNITED STATES AIMS IN VIETNAM, AS ESCORT DESTROYERS FOR THE
M8 IRDIFARMY, AS #IRCRAFT CARRIERS ARE RESPECTFULLY REFERRED TO, CONE

AND MUCARD ARE FEADY TO COUNTER SUBMARINE, AIR, OR SURFACE THREATS.

IN ADDITICN, THE TWO "SMALLBOYS", AS DESTROYERS ARE RESPECTFULLY
REFERRED 10, PEFFORM DUTIES OF RESCUE DESTROYERS SHOULD AN AIRCRAFT
CRASH INTC THE SEA DURING RECOVERY OR LAUNCH. THE MCCARD, CO'T1ANDED

B8Y COMMANCER SAM DOAKS DEPARTED CHARLESTON ON 1. NOV 67 AS A UNIT OF
DESTROYER DIVIS'ON FOUR ONE WHILE CONE SAILED FROM CHARLESTON ON 15

NOV 67 AS THE FLAGSHIP OF DESTROYER DIVISION FOUR TWO UNDER THE TACTICAL
COMMAND OF CAPTAIN JOHN J. TICE. THE SHIPS ARE BUT TWO OF THE SEVEN
UNITS OF CESTROVER SQUADRON FOUR OPERATING W!TH THE SEVENTH FLEET.

DESRON FOUF 1S COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN DALE V. SCHERMERHORN




5 MARCH 1968

NEWS RELEASE

IN SIXTZEN N INUTES OF ACTION AGAINST NORTH V!ETNAMESE COASTAL DEFENSE
POSITIONS TEN MILES NORTHWEST OF THE CITY OF DONG HOI, THE ATLANTIC FLEET
DESTROY :R USS CONE (DD 866) FIRED FIVE INCH 38 CALIBER AMMUNITION WHILE
PARTICIPATING IN SEA DRAGON OPERATIONS WiTH  THE USS HOEL (DDG 13) AND
USS BLUZ (D[' 744) 20 5 MARCH 1968, CONE, COMMANDED BY COMMANDER ARTHUR
cocay of [ . #AS ASS!GNED THE TASK OF SURPRESSING THE
ENEMY SHORE BATTERIES, WHILE HOEL, WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE BLUE, WAS
BOMSARDING /. NORTH VIETNAMESE SUPPLY ROUTE LEADING TO THE DMZ. ALTHOUG
THE RESULTS OF COHE'S SUPPRESSION FIRE COULD NOT BE OBSERVED FROM THE
SHIP DUE TO TARGE™ LOCATION, NO ENEMY FiRE WAS DYRECTED AGAINST THE SEA
DRAGON FORCES. TS IS CONE!S FIRST OPPORTUNITY TO OPERATE WITH SEA DRAGO
SINCE ARRIYV NG FOR DUTY WiTH SEVENTH FLEET UNITS OFF VIETNAM IN JANUARY.
CONE 1S ASS GNED 7O DESTROYER SQUADRON FOUR, COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN DALE
V. SCHERMERIIORN, AND DEPARTED HER HOMEPORT OF CHARLESTON, S.C. ON 15
NOVEMBER 19G7 AS THE FLAGSHIP OF DESTROYER DIVISION FOUR TWO, COMMANDED

BY CAPTAIN JOHN J, TICE, Ilf,










PRIDE AND SENSE OF SATISFACTION. CONE'S RECORD DURING THIS DEPLOYMENT
TO THE PACIFIC WAS MADE POSSIBLE BY A GREAT DEAL OF SWEAT AND HARD WORK
AND | PRESENT TH!S AWARD TO YOU AS A SYMBOL OF THE EFFORT MADE BY THE
ENTIRE CREW UNQUOUTE.

CONE DZSPARTED HEFR HOMEPORT OF CHARLESTON, S.C. ON 15 NOV 67 AS THE
FLAGSHIP OF CAPTAIN JOHN J. TICE, i, COMMANDER DESTROYER DIVISION

FOUR TWO. SINCE REPORTING FOR DUTY WITH THE SEVENTH FLEET OFF VIETNAM
IN JAN JARY 1968 (CONE HAS SEEN DUTY ON THE GUNLINE, ON SEA DRAGON
OPERATIONS, AS A SEARCH AND RESCUE DESTROYER, AND AS AN ESCORT DESTROYER

SCREENING THE AT ACK AIRCRAFT CARRIERS IN THE GULF OF TONKIN.




i1 MARCH 1968

NEWS RELEASE

ON |} MARCH, THE DESTROYER USS CONE (DD 866) REPORTED TO THE 11 CORPS
NAVAL GUNFIRE LIAISON OFFICER IN SOUTH VIETNAM TO PROVIDE NAVAL GUNFIRE
IN SUPFORT OF REPBLIC OF KOREA MARINES. CONE WAS WELCOMED TO Il CORPS
BY THE CREW OF A J. S. NAVY SWIFTBOAT WHO GRACIOUSLY TOOK SEVERAL MEMBERS
OF THE CONE CREW ABOARD FOR AN INDOCTRINATION CRUISE. THE SWiFTBOAT
CREW ALSO PROVIDED A SEVEN POUND LOBSTER WHICH BECAME THE GUEST OF HONOR
AT THE EVENING MEAL, DURING THE DAY, CONE EXPENDED FIVE INCH 38 CALIBER
AMMUNITION WHILE FIRING ON VIET CONG POSITIONS 45 MILES NORTH OF CAM
RAHIN BAY. ON ONE MISSION, CONE WAS CREDITED WITH CAUSING TWO SECONDARY
EXI'LOSIONS AS THE RESULT OF BOMBARDMENT OF A VIET CONG SUPPLY DUMP. THE
Ail SPOTTER REPORTED EXCELLENT COVERAGE ON ALL TARGETS. CONE, COMMANDED
ay comnpex ARTHUR cooar o [ G 's » veveer oF

OESTROVER DIVISICN FOUR TWO, COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN JOHN J. TICE Iii, AND
OF DESTROYER SQUADRON FOUR, COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN DALE V. SCHERMERHORN.
THE SOUADROY DEPLOYED FROM GHARLESTON (N NOVERMBER 1967 AND HAS BEEN
OPERAT NG WiTH THE SEVENTH FLEET OFF THE SHORES OF SOUTH AND NORTH

VIETNAM,




{2 MARCH 1968
NEWS RELEASE

WHILE ENGAGED IN ACTION AGAINST ENEMY POSITIONS FIFTY MILES NORTH OF

CAM RAHN BAY ON 12 MARCH 1968, THE ATLANTIC FLEET DESTROYER USS CONE

(DD 866) EXPENDED =IVE INCH CALIBER AMMUNIT!ON. CONE DIRECTED HER GUNFIRE
AGAINST ENEMY SUPP.Y DUMPS AND ASSEMBLY POINTS LOCATED IN THIS MOUNTAINOUS
TERRAIN ALONG THE 30UTH VIETNAM COAST. ON ONE MISSION, CONE'S SALVOS
CAUSED NUMBEROUS FIRES IN A THICK WOODED AREA SUSPECTED AS AN ENEMY
CONCENTRAT 10l AND 3UPPLY CENTER. FLYING DEBRIS AND CLOUDS OF REDDISH -
SMOKE WERE READILY VISIBLE FROM THE BRIDGE OF THE SHIP, FOLLOWED BY SPURTS
OF FLAME. I A SHORT TIME AN AREA ESTIMATED BY THE SPOTTER TO COVER THIRTY
ACRES W/S AB.AZE, THE U. S. ARMY AIR SPOTTER OPERATING WITH THE ROK
TROOPS, STATIZD AT THE END OF THE AFTERNOON MISSIONS QUOTE EXCELLENT

TARGET (OVERAGE, THIS HAS BEEN REALLY THE FINEST SHOOTING THAT | HAVE

SEEM SINCE | HAVE 3EEN HERE. INiTIAL ROUNDS WERE TIGHTLY GROUPED UNQUOTE.
CONE, COMMANDED BY COMMANDER A, CODAY, 1S HOMEPORTED IN CHARLESTON,

S. Co, £ND 13 THE FLAGSHIP OF DESTROYER DIVISION FOUR TWO, CO'TAANDED BY
CAPTAIN JOHN J. TICE, 011, ATTACHED TO DESTROYER SQUADRON FOUR,

COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN DALE V. SCHERMERHORN. CONE IS ONE OF SEVEN DESRON
FOUR SH!PS PIESENTLY OPERATING IN VIETNAM WATER HAVING DEPLOYED IN NOVEMBER

1967,




14 MARCH (968

NEWS RELEASE

AT DAWN ON |3 MARCH 1968, THE ATLANTIC FLEET DESTROYER, USS CORE (DD 866)
BOMBARDED A VIET DONG STRONG POINT SiX MILES NORTH NORTH EAST OF TUY HOA
IN WHAT WAS THE OPENING ROUND OF A JOINT SEA, AIR AND LAND ASSAULT.

THE FIPST STREAKS OF DAWN WERE DIMMING THE STARS AS CONE SLIPPED SILENTLY
INTO POSITION, THE SHIP COMPLETELY DARKENED TQ AVQO!D OBSERVATION BY

POSS IBI.E ENEMY EYES AS THE VIET CONG POSIT!ONS WERE CUT INTO THE SLOPES
OF A H LL OVERLOCKING THE BEACH. WITH THE RADAR NAVIGATION TEAM ACCURATELY
Fi{ING THE SHIPS' POSITION, VITAL INFORMATION WAS FED TO THE COMPUTERS
AN) IN MOMENTS THE SHIP'S TURRETS SWUNG TOWARD THE TARGET AND THE GUN
BARELS LIFTED TC THE COMPUTED ELEVATION. TERSELY THE WORD WENT OUT FROM
TH= SHIP'S COMBAT INFORMATION CENTER TO THE MARINE CORPS SPOTTER ASHORE,
"READY?. THE SECOND HAND ON THE CLOCK CAME TO THE MINUTE, THE REPLY CAME
BACK, 'FIRE™. SALVO AFTER SALVO CRASHED OUT AS THZ SPOTTER DIRECTED

THE SHIP'S FIRE PRECISELY WHERE IT WAS NEEDED. AS THE SECOND HAND PASSED
THE THREE MINUTE MARK, THE COMMAND CAME OVER THE AIR, "CHECK FIRE"
WITHIN SECCNDS AFTER THE LAST ROUNDS HAD BURST ON THE TARGET, U. S. ARMY
HELICO>TERS STREAMED OVER THE AREA, ROCKETS AND TRACERS POURING DOWN.

NOW THOSE TOPSIDi: ON COME WERE TREATED TO A RINGSIDE SEAT AS THE AIRCRAFT
CF 1SS=-CROSSED BACK AND FORTH, SUDDENLY THEY TOO WERE SILENT AND A FLIGHT
OF HELICOPTERS DRPPED DIRECTLY INTO THE AREA, DISEMBARKING TROOPS OF THE
REPUBLIC OI° KOREA MARINES. NOW §T WAS CONE'S TURN TO PARTICIPATE AGAIN

AS THE SPOTER CALLED FOR SATURATION FIRE ON OUTLYING ENEMY POSITEONS.

iT WAS ALL OVER 3EFORE SUNRISE., THE TARGET AREA SECURED, CONE'S GUNS
FELL SILEN. THIZ SPOTTER COMPLIMENTED THE SHIP FCR A TASK WELL DONE AND
NINE ENEMY STRUCTURES WERE OFFICIALLY LISTED AS DESTROYED BY THE SHIP'S

GUNS. THE WORK WAS PASSED TO ALL HANDS "SECURE FROM BATTLE STATIONS,




(’N 'l

BREAKFAST FOR THE CREWY. CONE DEPARTED HER HOMEPORT OF CHARLESTON, S.C.
ON |5 MOVEMBER 1957 AS THE FLAGSHIP OF DESTROYER DIVISION FOUR TWO,
COMMANCED B/ CAPTAIN JOHN J. TICE (i), FOR OPERATIONS WITH SEVENTH FLEET.
SINCE FIRING HER FIRST SHOT IN COMBAT ON 8 FEBRUARY 1968, CONE, COMMANDDD

BY COMMANDER ARTHUR CODAY, HAS EXPENDED FiVE INCH CALIBER AMMUNITION ON

ENEMY FOSITIONS N NORTH AND SOUTH VIETNAM,




14 MARCH 1968
NEWS RELEASE

WHILE ~IRING ON VIET CONG POSITIONS ELEVEN MILES NORTHEAST OF PHAN THIET,
THE CHARLESTON SOUTH CAROLINA BASED DESTROYER USS CONE (DD 866) EXPENDED
HER Ni¥E TFOUSANDTH ROUND OF FIVE INCH CALIBER AMMUNITION ON ENEMY
POSITIONS IN VIET NAM, DURING THIS MISSION OM 14 MARCH 1968, CONE, COMMANDED
BY COMAANDER ARTHUR CODAY, SCORED DIRECT HITS ON A RIVER FORD WHiCH HAS
BEEN i{ USE BY THE VIET CONG AS A VITAL LINK [N THEIR SUPPLY SYSTEM,

CONE WAS ALSO CRED!TED WITH EXTENSIVELY DAMAGING A VIET CONG SUPPLY

TRAIL AND SECTIOHS OF AN ENEMY TRENCH LINE. (N AN EFFORT TO DESTROY ALL
ENEMY INSTALLATIONS IN THE TARGET AREA, THE MARINE AIR SPOTTER, TAKING
ACVANTAGE CF HIGH WINDS, DIRECTED THE SHIP'S ROUNDS INTO AREAS OF HEAVY
BRUSH WHICF CAUGHT FIRE, FANNED BY THE WIND, THE FIRES QUICKLY SPREAD
AND BUINED OVER HIXTY ACRES. AT LEAST ONE SECONDARY EXPLOSION WAS
OVSERV:D THRU THE: OBSCURING SMOKE. A VIET CONG SANCTUARY HAD BEEN
NEUTRALIZEL ., WHEN INFORMED OF THE FACT THAT CONE HAD JUST FIRED HER
9000TH ROUND, THE SPOTTER REPORTED QUOTE YOUR 9000TH ROUND WAS RIGHT ON
TARGET UNQLOTE.

CONE HAS BEEN ENGAGED IN VIET NAM OPERATIONS SINCE REPORTING FOR DUTY WiTH
THE SEVENTH FLEE™ [N JANUARY 1968, THE SHIF IS A UNIT OF DESTROYER
SCUADRIN FOUR, COMMANDED 8Y CAPTAIN DALE V. SCHERMERHORN, AND OF DESTROYER

DIViSION FOUR Tw(, COMMANDED BY CAPTIAN JOHN J. TIZE 111,




( "

I5 MARCH 1968
NEWS RELEASE

AT EXACTLY 1500 OV¥ 15 MARCH 1968, THE ATLANTIC FLEET DESTROYER

USS. CONE (DD 866) COMMENCED BOMBARDMENT OF VIET CONG POSITIONS 2|
Mil.ES SOUTHWEST OF CAM RANH BAY WHILE SUPPORTING THE REPUBLIC OF
KOFEA MARINIZS., TAKING VIET CONG ASSEMBLY AND BiVOUAC AREAS UNDER
FIRE WITH H:R FIVE INCH CALIBER MAIN BATTERY, CONE'S GUNFIRE WAS EX-
PERTLY ADJUSTED FROM TARGET TO TARGET BY A U, S. MARINE SPOTTER FLYING
ABOVE THE AREA IN A LIGHT OBSERVATION AIRCRAFT. SINCE SOME OF THE
TARGETS WER: LOCATED HIGH ON THE SLOPES OF THE HILLS OVERLOOKING THE
SEA, CONE PIRSONNEL HAD A RARE OPPORTUNITY TO OBSERVE AT CLOSE ‘RANGES
THE ACTUAL FALL CF SHOT AS THE SHELLS iMPACTED THE TARGET AREA.

TWO HO!URS AND TWENTY TWO MINUTES LATER THE MISSION WAS TERMINATED AS
TH: SPOTTER WAS FUNNING LOW ON FUEL, CONE, COMMANDED BY COMMANDER

BY COMMANDER ARTFUR CODAY, WAS ACCREDITED WITH EXCELLENT TARGET

CO JERAGE WHICH CAUSED AT LEAST EIGHT SEPARATZ FIRES AND TWO SECONDARY
EX3L0S IONS. AS THE FLAGSHIP OF CAPTAIN JOHN J, TICE 111, COMMANDER
DESTROYER CIVISION FOUR TWO, CONE DEPARTED HER HOMEPORT OF CHARLESTON,
S. C. ON 15 NOVEMBER i967. CONE IS A UNIT OF DESTROYER SQUADRON FOUR
WHICH 1§ CCMPOSED OF SEVEN DESTROYERS COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN DALE V.
SCHERMIRHOFN. DUSRON FOUR iS THE FIRST CHARLESTON BASED DESTROYER

SQUADRIN TC OPERATE WiTH THE SEVENTH FLEET IN VIETNAM OPERATIONS
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18 APRIL 1968

NEWS RELEASE

A CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA BASED DESTROYER FIRED HER TEN THOUSANDTH
ROUND COF FIVE INCH CALIBER AMMUNITION AGAINST ENEMY POSITIONS IN
VIETNAM. WHILE OPERATING IN SUPPORT OF ALLIED TROOPS TWENTY MILES
NORTHWEST O~ THE CITY OF HUE, THE DESTROYER DIVISION FOUR TWO UNIT BOMBARDED
VIET CONG A JTOMATIC WEAPONS POSITIONS AND BUNKERS. THE MARINE SPOTTER,
FLYING ABOV: THE TARGET AREAS IN A LIGHT OBSERVATION AIRCRAFT, REPORTED
EXCELLENT TARGET OOVERAGE BY THE SHIP'S GUNFIRE WHICH RESULTED IN THE
DAMAGING OF AT LEAST TWO BUNKERS AND NEUTRALIZATION OF THE AUTOMATIC
WEAPONS. POSITION. ALSO NOTED BY THE SPOTTER WAS THE FACT THE TEN
THOUSAMNDTH 0UND CAUSED A SECONDARY EXPLOSION., AS A UNIT OF DESTROYER
SQUADR(N FOJR, COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN DALE V. SCHERMERHORN, THIS ATLANTIC
FLEET CIESTROYER JOINS SEVEN OF HER SQUADRON SISTER SHIPS WITH THE

SEVENTH FLEZIT OFF THE COAST OF VIETNAM,




19 APRIL 1968

NEWS RELEASE

AS "HE RESULT CF BOMBARDMENT OF AN ENEMY FORT!FIED VILLAGE THREE MILES
NORHWEST OF HUONG DIEN IN SOUTH VIETNAM ON 19 APRIL 1968 AN ATLANTIC
FLEET GENERA. PURFDSE DESTROYER WAS CREDITED WITH DESTROYING FORTY ENEMY
STRUCTUFEES WHILE DAMAGING THIRTY OTHERS AS WELL AS DAMAGING THREE BUNKERS
AND CALSING WO LARGE SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS THE SHIP WAS ALSO CREDITED BY
THE MARINE A!R SPCTTER WITH TWO ENEMY TROOPS KILLEC IN ACTION., LATER N
THE DAY THE JESTROYER A UMIT OF THE CHARLESTON SOUTH CAROLiINA BASED
DESTROYER SQ JADRON FOUR EXPENDED FIVE INCH CALIBER AMMUNITION ON AN ENEMY
BUNKER (OMPLIX THREE AND ONE HALF MILES WEST OF HUONG DIEN. TWO DIRECT
HITS WERE SCORED ON AN UNUSUALLY LARGE CONCRETE BUNKER MEASURING APPROXIMATELY
FIF'EEN YARD3 BY TWENTY YARDS CAUSING HEAVY DAMAGE AS THE SHELLS
PENITRATED AND EXFLODED INSIDE THE BUNKER. 11 ADDITIEIN TWO OTHER SMALLER
BUNIEERS WERE DAMAGED. FURTHER DAMAGE ASSESSMENT HAS NOT AVAILABLE

DUE TO TARGET LOCATION,




/-\

20 APRIL 1968

NEWS RELEASE

DURING THE MORNING OF 20 APRIL 1968, A UNIT OF DESTROYER DIVISION FOUR

TWO, HOMEPORTED IN CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLiINA, EXPENDED NEARLY TWO

HUNDRED RONDS OF FIVE INCH CALIBER AMMUNITION ON AN ENEMY FORTIFIED ViLLAGE
THREE MILE3> NORTHWEST OF HUONG DIEN IN SOUTH VIETNAM. OPERATING IN SUPPORT
o& ALLIED FORCES, THE ATLANTIC FLEET DESTROYER WAS CREDITED WiTH THE
DESTRJCTICN OF FIFTEEN ENEMY STRUCTURES AND THIRTY THREE YARDS OF TRENCH
LINE #HILE DAMAGING TEN OTHER STRUCTURES AND ONE BUNKER. THE MARINE CORPS
£1R SPOTTER REPORTED EXCELLENT TARBET COVERAGE FOR THE SECOND CONSECUTIVE
DAY CF NAYAL BOYBARDMENT OF THIS ENEMY STRONSHOLD BY THIS DESTROYER

SQUADRON ~OUR COMBATANT .




21 APRIL 1968
NEWS RELEASE

DURING THE TWENTY FOUR HOUR PERIOD ENDING AT 2000, 2t AFPRIL 1968, AN
ATLANTIC FLEET DESTROYER OF DESTROYER SQUADRON FOUR EXPENDED OVER SiX HUND-
RED AN FORTY ROUNDS OF FIVE INCH CALIBER AMMUNITION ON ENEMY POSITIONS IN
SO JTH JIETNAM'S MORTHERN | CORPS, THE MARINE SPOTTER REPORTED THAT THE
SHIP'S GUNFIRE W/S OUTSTANDING DURING THE BOMBARDMEENT OF AN ENEMY ARTILLERY
POSITION AND THAT EXCELLENT TARGET COVERAGE WAS ACHIEVED. ADDITIONAL TARGET
DAMAGE ASSESSMENT WAS NOT AVAILABLE DUE TO TARGET L.CCATION. THE DESTROYER,
A UNIT OF THE CHARLESTON, S. C. BASED DESTROYER DiViISION FOUR TWO, HAS

NOW EXI'ENDED OVER ELEVEN THOUSAND ROUNDS OF AMMUNITION AGAINST VIET CONG

AND NOETH VIETNAMESE TARGETS (N BOTH NORTH AND SOUTH VIETNAM,




22 APRIL 1968

NEWS RELEASE

DURING A DAY OF GUNFIRE MISSIONS IN SUPPORT OF OPERATIONS IN QUANG TRI
PROVINCE, AN ATLANTIC FLEET DESTROYER ENJOYED UNUSUAL SUCCESS DURING
ONZ SHORT CALL FCR FIRE MISSION EARLY ON THE MORNING OF 22 APRIL. THE
SPOTTER TO WHICH THE SHIP WAS ASSIGNED FOR THE DAY CALLED FOR NAVAL GUN-
FI1E TO SOFTEN UF AN AREA IN PREPARATION FOR MOVEMENT OF FRIENDLY TROOPS
TH0UGH THE AREA. THE SHiIP, A UNIT OF THE CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA
BASED JESTFOYER DIVISION FORTY TWO, EXPENDED FiVE INCH CALIBER
AMMUNITION FOR THE MISSION, UPON COMPLET!ON, DAMASE ASSESSMENT. BY THE
SPOTTERS AMD BY GUBSEQUENT MOVEMENT THROUGH THE AREA WAS FIVE MASONARY
STRUCTURES DESTROYED, THREE STRUCTURES DAMAGED AND FiVE BUNKERS DES-
TROYED. FIRSD FROM SEAWARD, THE TARGET AREA AND NAVIGATIONAL LANDMARKS
WERE OFTEN OBSCUED BY LOW LYING COASTAL HAZE, THE SHIP'S COMMANDING
OFFICER COMMENDE) THE SHIP'S RADAR AND VISUAL NAVIGATION TEAMS FOR THEIR
ACCURACY WHICH RISULTED IN IMPRESSIVE DAMAGE WiTH A MINIMUM EXPEND! TURE

Ot ROULNDS,










30APRILI968

NEWS RELEASE

A CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA BASED DESTROYER OPERATING OFF THE COAST OF
SOUTH VIETNAM'S | CORPS IN SUPPORT OF REPUBLIC OF KOREA MARINES ON 29
APRIL 1968, EXPENJED OVER SiX HUNDRED ROUNDS OF FIVE INCH CALIBER AMMUNETION
ON VIET CONG POSITIONS TWENTY MILES SOUTH OF DANANG, RESPONDING TO ELEVEN
CALL=FCR-FIRE MISSIONS, THIS DESTROYER SQUADRON FOUR UNIT WAS CRECITED
WITH DESTROVIMG THENTY EIGHT STRUCTURES, FOUR BUNKERS, THREE BOATS,

NINETY FIVE YARDS OF TREE LINE AND THIRTY THREE YARDS OF TRENCH LINE, AS
WELL AS DAMAGING FORTY STRUCTURES, SEVEN BUNKERS AND WO BOATS. THE
MARINE CORPS SPOTTER, FLYING ABOVE THE TARGET AREA IN A LIGHT OBSERVATION
AIRCRAFT, COMPLIMZNTED THE SHIP THROUGHOUT THE DAY FOR ITS RAPID AND
ACCURATE SHOOTING, SUCH COMMENTS AS QUOTE THAT WAS REAL FINE SHOOTING;
THAT WAS A BEAUTIFUL SHOT; THE BULLETS ARE GOING EXACTLY WHERE | WANT THEM;
WHAT"S YOUR MOTTO DOWN THERE, HAVE BULLETS, WiLL SHOOT UNQUOTE WERE
RECEIVED WITH PRIDE BY THE CREW OF THIS DESTROYER DiVISION FOUR TWO
COMBATANT. BUT OF ALL THE SPOTTERS COMMENTS, THE CNE MOST APPRECIATED BY
THE SHIP AS SHE COMPETED THiIS HER THIRD TOUR ON THE GUNLINE WAS QUOTE

! HAVE SPOTTED FOR QUITE A FEW SHIPS OUT HERE, BUT YOU ARE DIFINETELY THE
BEST THAT | HAVE ZVER SEEN UNQUOTE. A SIMILAR KUDCS WAS GIVEN THE SHIP

BY ANOTHER MARINE CORPS SPOTTER ON 8 FEBRUARY 1968, THE DAY ON WHICH THE
SHIP CCMMENGCED HER FIRST TOUR OF DUTY ON THE GUNLINE. SINCE THAT DAY,

THE SHIP HAS EXPENDED OVER TWELVE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED ROUNDS OF AMMUNITiION
ON ENEMY POSITIONS IN THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM AND NORTH VIETNAM, AN EFFORT

OF WHICH THE CREW OF THIS ATLANTIC FLEET DESTROYER IS JUSTIFiABLY PROUD.




I‘.'J’ {/n,

MESSAGES RECLIVED

17 APRiL 1968

FROM: COMMANDER DESTROYER DM VISION

TOs SOAMANDENG OFFICTR, 157 CONE (DU 866)
APPREC!ATE FINE TURNOVER UPON MY ARRIVAL. YOUR OPERATIONS SMOOTH, EFFICIENT,
TIMELY, AND SPIRITED. WELL DONE, HOPE WE SEE YOU IN YOKO BEFORE YOU RE-

TURN TO CHARLESTON, GOOD LUCK ON GUNLINE, BEST REGARDS.

19 FEBRUARY 1968

FRCM: NAVY GUNLINE LYASON OFFICER THIRD MARINE DiVISION
T0: COMM/\NDING OFFICER, USS CONE (DD 866}

YOUR CCNSTANT QUICK RESPCNSE, AND SPIRITED ENTHUS{ASM HAS BEEN A TREMEN-
DOUS ASSET "0 OUR JOINT EFFORTS. YOU ARE A FINE SHOOTING SHiP, (T'S BEEN

A PLEASURE !IAVING YOU ON THE LINE. HOPE TO SEE YOU AGAIN SOON. “BRAVO

ZUuLU."

21 APRIL 19538

FROM: COMMANDING OFFICER, USS F!REDRAKE
8 {7 1 COMMANDING OFF!CER, USS CCONE (DD 866)

IT HAS BEEN A REAL PLEASURE WORKING WITH YOUR "GUNG HO"™ SHIP, WE RATE YOU

AMONG THE BZST OUT HERE,

30 APRIL 1938

FRIM: COMMANDER DESTROYER SQUADRON 19
TO: COMMANDING OFFICER, USS CONE (DD 866)

THE CONE HAS PROVIDED VERY EFFECTIVE GUNFIRE SUPPORT FOR THE PAST 12 DAYS.
YOUR IMPRESSIVE SHOOTING WILL BE MISSED ON THE LINE. HAVE A GOOD TRIP

HOME. GOOD LUCK AND SMOOTH SAILING.




30 APRIL 1368

FROM: CIRCU!IT SUPERVISOR, NAVAL COMMUNICATIONS STATION
TO: COMMANDING OFFICER, USS CONE (DD 866)

YOU ARE ONE OF THE BEST SHIPS | HAVE EVER WORKED SINCE {'VE BEEN ON THIS

STATION.,

Il MAY 1963

FROM: COMMANDINS OFFICER, USS KITTY HAWK
TO: COMMANDING OFFICER, USS CONE (DD 866)

THE HAWK WiLL MiSS CONE'S CAN DO SPIRIT AND HIGH DEGREE OF PROFESSIONAL!SM,

GOOD LUCK AND SMOOTH SAILING.

Il MAY 1968

FROM: COMMANDER DESTROYER SQUADRON FOUR
TO: COMMANDING OFFICER, USS CONE (DD 866)

AS CONE DEPARTS THE GUNLINE FOR OTHER DUT!ES | TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO
COMMEND THE. OFFICERS AND MEN RESPONS IBLE FOR HER QUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE
OF THE PAST ELEVN DAYS. CONE'S RECORD OF ACCOMPLI!SHMENT DURING THIS
PERIOD SPEAKS FOR HERSELF: 22 CONFIRMED ENEMY KiA, 29 STRUCTURES
DESTROYED, AND NUMEROUS ARTILLERY POSITIONS SILENCED, IN YOUR DEL{VERY
OF OVER 7501 5"33 ROUNDS YOU HAVE ESTABLISHED A REPUTATION FOR RAPID AND
ACCURATE F!RE ON ANY OCCASION AND SUCH A PERFORMANCE BY A DESRON FOUR
UNIT 1S A SOURCE OF GREAT PERSONAL SATISFACTION TO ME, CONE WILL ALWAYS
BE WELZOME ON THIZ GUNLINE TEAM., WELL DONE. CAPTAIN DALE V.

SCHERMZRHOFN, USN.




20 JUHE 1968

FR0OM: COMMANDER IN CHIEF, U. S. ATLANTIC FLEET
TOs COMMANDEF. DESTROYER DIiVISION FOUR TWO

WELCOVE BECK TO THE ATLANTIC FLEET, DURING YOUR SEVEN MONTH DEPLOYMENT

TO WESTPAC YOUR EFFECTIVE ACCOMPL {SHMENT OF ALL ASS!GNMENTS INCLUDING

SAR, ESCORT, RADAR FPICKET, AND NGFS DUTY EARNED YOU WELL OBSERVED REPUTAT iONS
AS TAUT SHIPS, ABLE TO PERFORM SMARTLY. THROUGH YOUR DEDICATED PERFORMANCE
OF DUTY YOU HAVE PROUDLY REPRESENTED THE ATLANTIC FLEET AND THE ATLANTIC
FLEEY CRU{SER DESTROYER FORCE.

MAY “HE REMAINCER OF YOUR VOYAGE BE SMOOTH AND SWiFT AND THE REUNION WITH

YOUR FAMILIES EE PROMPT AND JOYFUL. ADMiRAL E. P, HOLMES

21 JUNE 1968

FROM: CCMMANDER DESTROYER DiVISION FOUR TWO
TO: DESTROYIR DIVISION FOUR TWO

AS YOU CUMPLETIZ YOUR FINAL PREPS FOR A WELL DESERVED WELCOMING AND REUNION
WiTH LOVID ONE’'S | WISH TO EXPRESS MY PERSONNAL ADMIRATION AND THANKS

FOR YOUR SUPER3 PROFESS!ONAL PERFORMANCE THROUGHOUT A LONG AND ARD10US
DEPLOYME {T.

FROM YANKEE STATION TO THE GUNLINE YOUR OPS HAVE REFLECTED THE GREATES!
CREDIT ON THE REPUTAT ON OF DESDIV 42.

1 A PROUD TO BE ON THIS TEAM.

LET; PUT ON A GOOD SHOW FOR THE HOME FOLKS IN CHARLESTON,

CAPTAIN 4, J. TICE, USN







MONTH

JAN
FEB
MAR
APR
MAY
JUN
JuL
AUG
SEP
ocT
NOV
DEC
TOTAL

INCOMING

749
611
625
534
297
319
294
279
266
360
255
a5
4922

MESSAGE TRAFFIC 1968

OUTGO ING

412
34)
371
285
176
197

87

67

31

i6
40

2060

TOTAL

tiél
952
996
819
473
516
381
346
297
397
2N
373

e

6582




*MISCELLANEOUS FACTS ABOUT THE WESYPAC DEPLOYMENT

STEAMED 54,112 MILES (ENGINE)
FIRED 12,851 ROUNDS OF AMMUNITION
SPENT (56 DAYS AT SEA

SPENT 66 DAYS IN PORT

REFUELED OR REPLENISHED 54 TIMES
BURNED 4,024,598 GALLONS OF FUEL
SERVED 231,470 RATIONS

PROCESSED OVER 7500 MESSAGES

*BETWEEN CHARLESTON AND CHARLESTON. NOT FROM | JANUARY ON,




i9

10
10

i3
13
15

16

10

i9
20
25
i4
07
17

21
24
25

27

JAN
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR

APR

uss
uss
USS
uss
uss
USS
uss
uss
UsS
uss
Uss
ussS
uss
Uss
uss
uss
uss
Uss
uss
uss
USS
uss
uss
Uss
USS
uss
Uss

UNREPS (LESS REFUELING)

ALUDRA (AF 55)
FIREDRAKE (AE 14)
CASTOR (AKS 51)
VESUVIUS (AE 15)
VESUVIUS (AE 15)
REGULUS (AF 57)
VESUVIUS (AE 15)
VESUVIUS (AE 15}
ZELIMA (AF 491
MAUNA LOA (AE 8)
PARICUTIN (AE 18)
CASTOR (AKS 51)
MOUNT BAKER (AE 4)
PARICUTIN (AE 18}
POLLUX (AK 54)
FIREDRAKE (AE i4)
POLLUX (AK 54)
PROCYON (AF 612
VEGA (AF 59)
POLLUX (AK 34)
FIREDRAKE (AE 14)
VEGA (AF 59)
FIREDRAKE (AE 14)
PARICUTIN (AE 18}
PROCYON (AF 61)
NIAGRA FALLS {AFS 3)
PARICUT N (AE }8)




DATE

6
12
17
19
22
o
28

31

10
i3
17
21
24

12
i6
20

JAN
JAN
JAN
JAN
JAN
JAN
JAN
JAN
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR

MAR

» APR

FUELING

SOURCE

YO SUBIC BAY

YO SUBIC BAY

USS MATTAPON! (RO 41)
USS HASSAYAMPA (AO 145}
USS PASSUMPSIC (A0 107)
USS TALUGA (AO 62)

USS HASSAYAMPA (AOD 145)
KAQHS | UNG

KAQHS | UNG

USS TALUGA (A0 62)

USS TALUGA (A0 62)

USS CALIENTE (AO 53)

USS HASSAYAMPA (AD 145)
YO SUBIC BAY

YO SUBIC BAY

USS PONCHATOULA (AO 148)
USS NECHES (AO 45)

USS CALIENTE (AOQ 53)
USS TALUGA (AO 62}

USS MATTADON! (AO 41}
USS PONCHATOULA {AQ 148)
USS PONCHATOULA (AO 148)
USS HASSAYAMPA (AO 145)
USS HASSAYAMPA (A0 145)
USS KITTY HAWK (CVA 63)

YO YOKOSUKA, JAPAN

AMOUNT (GAL?

99,149
67,913
87,761
60,773
53,405
79,365
58,087
53,924
58,976
100,572
58,770
89,861
78,432
37,888
60,974
88,348
40,204
62,141
87,954
75,503
110,502
86,932
24,248
73,939
87,137

60,443




DATE

{0

oL
26

28

APR
APR
APR
APR
APR

APR

APR

APR

MAY

3 MAY

20
25

31

18

25

MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JuL
AUG

AUG

SOURCE
YO YOKOSUKA, JAPAN

USS KITTY HAWK (CVA 63)
USS PONCHATOULA (AO 148)
USS PONCHATOULA (AO 148)
USS NAVASOTA (AO 106)

5S TALUGA (AO 62)

USS TOLOVANA (AO 64)

USS CALIENTE (AD 53)

USS PONCHATOULA (AO 148)
YO SUBIC BAY
YO OKINAWA
YO YOKOSUKA, JAPAN
M DWAY ISLAND
PIARL HARBOR
NAVAL STATION, SAN DIEGO
NAVAL STATION, SAN DIEGO
NAVAL STATION, RODMAN
NAVAL STATION, CHARLESTON
NAVAL STATION, CHARLESTON
NAVAL STATOON, KEY WEST

NAVAL STATION, CHARLESTON

~

AMOUNT {(GAL)

65,591
101,843
92,587
56,117
85236
82,627
54,362
35,318
73,535
65,143
135,175
81,226
119,272
88,527
111,097
44,03i
148,757
66,359
92,210
74,130

24,880





















